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SUBJECT: PRE-BORDER MEASURES FOR THE EXPORT OF MEAT AND MEAT
PRODUCTS TO THE PHILIPRINES

WHEREAS, the spread of animal diseases and food-borme diseases among couniries that
continues as a consequence of increased global and inter-couniry trade of fivestock and

pouliry and their products causes negative impacts on the domestic industry and sconomy,

WHEREAS, it is & paramount objective of the government to protect is borders and
ierritories from the entry, estahlishment and spread of animal diseases thal may be
introduced by the importation of disease-carrying, contaminated, and/or adulterated meat
and/or meat products, which endanger the safely/hsallh and lives of the consuming public
and which ceuid bring polentially serious economic consequencas to the livestock, poultry

and related industiies;

WHEREAS, the muliiiateral framawork of rules and disciplines on intermnaticnal frade under
the World Trade Organization (WTQ) particularly fhe Agreement on the Application of
Sanitary and Phyiosanitary Measures (SP5) and the Agreement of Technical Barriers fo
Trade (TBT) reatfirm and guarantes the right of & country to institule appropriaie measures
as it deems necessary for the protection of human and animal health/life, or the prevention of
deceptive practices, at the levels it considers appropriate, subject to the requirement that

they are not appiiad in a manner that would constitute as a disguised restnciion lo trade;

WHEREAS, the Dspartment of Agriculture (DA) recognizes and adopts intemational
standards, guidslines and recommendations for: {2} animal health and zoonoses prescribed
under the Tamastrial Animal Health Cade of the Office Intemational des Epizoofies (OIE),
and (b) food safety prescribed by the Codex Alimentarius Commission;

WHEREAS, Republic Act (RA) No. 9298 otherwise known as the Meaf Inspection Code of
the Philippines provides the general guidslines governing the sanitary regulations in
handling, processing, distribution, marketing and trading of meal and meat praducts;
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WHEREAS, Secticn 34 of RA 9295 provides that an exporter {o e Phitipnines is required to
secure accreditation of its Foreign Meat Estabiishments (FMEs) and to subject its relevant
regien/s and/or country to the DA’s import risk analysis (IRA) oefore the export of meat and
meat products to the Philippines can be commenced,

WHEREAS, the DA Administrafive Order (AG) No. 26, Series of 2005, ofherwise known as
the Revised Rules, Regulations, and Standards Governing the Imporfation of Meal and Meaf
Products info the Philippines provides that pre-border measures (PBMs) are integrat par of
“the country’s risk managemeni measures/policy (RMMs/RMP) to .achieve the country's

appropriate level of protection (ALOP);

WHEREAS, Seclion XV-8 of AD 28, Series of 2005 provides that existing exporters of meat
andfor meat products to the country shall be subject to review and assessment of their

acereditation status:;

WHEREAS, Section 35 of Ra 9295 and Saction V of DA AQ 26, Series of 2005, mandate
that only those FMEs recognized by, or under the inspeclion of the National Competent
Authority (NCA) of the exporting country are qualified for DA acceeditation to export to the
Philippines;

WHEREAS, in the interest of transpargncy and clarity while ensuring that meat and meat
products exporied to the Philippines do not pose a ihreat to the health and safety of the
consuming public and he domestic livesiock and pouliry indusiry, there is a need to issue-a
comprehensive set of rules, regulations and procedures goveming pre-border measures
particularly on the accreditation of FMEs that may be allowed 1o expori meat and meat

products (o the Philippines;

NOW, THEREFCRE, {, DOMINGO F. PANGANIBAN, Secrefary of Agriculiure, by the
powers vesiad upon me by law do hereby issue this Order prescribing specific Pre-Border
Measures governing {he accreditation of Foreign Meat Establishments to export meat and

meat products to the Philippines.

Section |
DEFINITION OF TERMS

1.1 Accredifation — refers to the privilege granted by the DA to a country or FME to
export ts meat and meat producis to {he Philippines after due evaluation, validation,
on-site inspection and conduct of import rislk analysis based on a set of rules,
regulations, recommendations, and standards ‘o determine the soundness of the
veterinary services, animal hesith surveillance/monitoring sysiem and the meat
inspection system of the government and the staius and features of the FIGES.
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1.8

1.9

decredited FME — refers to a foreign meat establishment that has been assessed by
the NCA of the Philippines and have been found to meet the requirements o export

meat and meat products to the Philippine's

Applicant couniry — refers to a foreign country applying for accrecitation either
system or for individual FME accreditation fo export meat and meat products {o the

Fhilippines.

Appficatfan fee — refers to the fee to be paid by applicant countries (0 cover

processing anc adminsirative expenses of their application.

Audit — is 2 systematic and functionally independent examination to determine
whether activities and related results comply with planned objectives including, but
not bmited to, on-site inspsaction and evaluation of livestock farms, laboratories,
government establishments, FMEs to ascertain conformity to.the standards and
compliance to reguiations set by the DA in accordance with the international

standards. Generai Considerations during the conduct of audit is stated in ANNEX A1.

Certfficaie of FME Accreditation (CFMEA} - refars to the legal instrument issued by
the Secretary ot Agriculture declaring and notifying the public that a particular FME
has been accredited fo export meat and meat products to the Philippines and has
satisfied all tha requirernents sei by the DA

Certificale of Sysiert Accredization (C5A) ~ refers to the Jegal instrument issued by
the Secretary of Agriculiure declaning and notifying the public that a particular country
has been accredited by the DA as source of meat andfor meat products {o the
FPhitippines orocessed fram its NCA accredited and guaranieed FMES.

Codex Alfmoniarius Cemmission — refers to the international organization
recognized by the WTO for establishing foed standards, codes of practice, guidelines
and recemmeandations aimed at protecting consumer hisalth and ensuring fair food
irade practices. Codex zlso refars {0 food slandards and related texts elaborated and
adepted by the Commission, which are racognized by the WTO as benchmark

standards in relation to food quality and safety.

DA Inspection Kission {DAINM} — refers to the isam of technical experts designated
by the Secretary on border contrel, animal health and meat inspection.

1.16 DA Report — refers to the writien document prepared by the DAIM upon completion

of on-site inspection of FMESs and a county’s system and of the IRA, which cantains
the reigvant information, daia and supporting documenis referring to the sgjemiﬁc and
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1.11

1.15

technical findings including its recommendations. Integral to this report are all
supporting documents relsvant throughout the accreditation process including those
resulting from the IRA undertaken and the prescribed PBMs/RMMs.

Foreign Meat Esfablishments (FIMEs} — refers o fécilities in a foreign counlry
engaged in slaughtering and dressing of food amimats, and processing, cutting,
packing and storing of meat and meat producis, and are duly licensed by the NCA of
that country to export meat and meat products.

tHazard Analysis and Critical Contral Foint (HACCP} - refers to the “HACCE
Svstem and CGuidelines for its Application” issued by the Codex Alimentarius
Commission [CAC / RCP 1 - 1963, Rev. 3 (1997)].-

Import Risk Analysis (IRA) — refers to the assessment of the risks of impertation
based on the risks fo human, arimal, plant life or health, taking into account risk

assessment techniques developed by international organizations.

individual FME — refers to an applicant FME in a country which is not a system

accradited.

irspection -and Audit Fund ~ refers to the fund collected from fees paid by the
applicant relafive to their application for accreditation to export meat and meat
products to the Philippines, which shall be deposited in the NMIS Trust Fund'as a
special account for the sole purpose of expending on aclivities relevant o

accreditation and audit.

-

Meat — refers to the fresn, chilied or frozen edible carcass or pars thereof including

oifal derived from food animals.

Meat Product — refers to meat. which has been subjecled to physical change and/or

treatmerit such as cooking, drying, satiing, brining or smoking.

Natfonal Competent Autharty (NCAJ — refers to the national veterinary authority
having jurisdiction over the whole country for implemeniing the animal health
measures based on OiE Terrestrial Animal Health Code and/or meat and meat
products guality and safety measures based on Codex standards. ‘

Office international des Epizooties (QIE) ~ refers o the international organization
recognized by the WTO as the responsible body for establishing the-animal health

standards, guidefines and recommendations.



1.20 Representative FME - refers o an FME which has been randomly selected by the
DA from among the list of FMEs submitied by the NCA of a couniry applying for
sysiem accreditation. It shall serve as an example of export FMEs in the applicant
cauntry for inspection and evaluation for physical structure and operations during on-
site visits of the DAIM. Tne total number of selected representative FMEs 1o be visited
shalt be based on the DA’s evaluation on the submitied questionnaire and other

avaitable information not necessarily provided by the applicant country.

1.21 Risk kanagement Policy (RMP} — reiers to the overall risk management measures
(RMMs) being applied by DA based on OIE and Codex standards and other science-
based standards, which are deemed necessary {o achieve the country’s appropriate
level of protection Each measure reguired by DA herein is an integral part of the
whole RMP, which guarantees profection of the country from the entry, establishiment
and spread of foreign diseases and contaminations associated with the imporiation of
meat and/or meat producis into the country. The RMP inctudes all measures which
have the effect of verifying SPS conirels at the couniry of origin, the country's
customs areas, and post-entry areas, which fake the form of, but not limited to,
documentation requirements, certificaiions by appropriaie bodies, slaugi'itering and
processing standards, packing and labeling requirements, transportation and
handling conditions, marketing, advertising, distribution reguirements, risk

communication measures, and disease and contamination contiol measures.

1.22 System Accredited Country — a country whose standards and system of monitoring,
surveiliance, inspection and control tor animal and public health have been assessed
by the NCA of the Philippines and have been found fo meet the requiremants to
export meat and meat products to the Philippmes.

Saction #
SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS

This set of rules and regulations shall apply o a country or FME that inlends to export
HACCP {or equivalent standard) certified meaat and meat products to the Philippines.

Section {1
REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCREDITATION

1. The apglicant country intending to expor fo the Philippines must be an QIE member.

: 4
2. The appiicant country may apply ither for & SYSTEM ACCREDITATION or AINDIVIDUAL
FiME ACCREDITATION. ~>



2.

The NCA of the applicant country shali serve as the counterpart contact agency of the
DA. It shall be responsible for endorsing and certifying the veracity of all documentary
requirements submitted {o the DAL -

Applicant couniry for system acecreditation shall submit documentary requirements
referred to in this AQ as the guestionnaire on Information on Animal and Veterinary
Public Health (ANNEX A) and a list of exporting FMEs from which the DA shall select

representatives for inclusion in the cnsite visits and validation.

A country that would gualify for system accreditation shall, through its NCA, submit the
list of FMEs interesied to export meat ands meat products fo the Philippines. Thess
FiiEs will not be subjected to onsite vislis but shall be required fo submit an
accomplished ANNEX B8 for DA's reference and moniioring. Certificate of FME
Accreditation (CFMEA) shall be issued prior to any exportation of meat and meat
products {o the Philippines. .
Applicant countries sesling individual FME accreditation shall submil docurmeniary
requirements referred to in this AQ as the guestionnaire on Information on Animal and
Veterinary Public Health (ANNEX A) and a list of exporting FMEs intending to export
meat and meat products to the Philippines together with accomplished guestionnaires on
Information on the Foreign Meat Establishment {ANNEX B) of the said FMEs.

All documentary requirements shafl bé accomplished in English.

Section IV
APPLICATION PROCEDURES and PRELIMINARY EVALUATION

The applicant country seeking either systam accradiation or individuatl FME accreditation
shall submit a letier of intent and application to the Secretary of the Department of
Agriculture. The letter shall be addressad to

THE SECRETARY
Depariment of Agricuiture
Eliptical Road, Ditiman,
CQugzon City 1101
Repubiic of the Philippines

The lghtier of intent and application shall be accompanied by an accomplished
ANNEX A questionnzire for all applicant countries. Applicant  countries . sesking
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10.

accreditation for indgividual FMEs are further required to submit accomplished ANNEX B
questionnaires of the FMEs wishing o export meat and meat products to the Philippines,

Additiona} information and materials may be attached to the guestionnaire {ANNEX A) to
support  claims and statements made. Compiets information must be provided {0 avoid

delays in the processing.
Adi applications shall be coursed through the NCA of the appiicant country.

The DA shall make a preliminary evaluation of the application and the information

provided in ihe questicnnaires.

in the conduct of the preliminary evaluation, the DA may require the applicant country to
submit other perinent infarmation that may be needed apari from what have been

already provided in the application and in the guestionnaires.

Preftminary evaluation of the applicant country shall be completed within six (8) months

provided all the necessary requirements are complied with.

The DA shall notify the applicant couniry of the results of the preliminary evaluation and
the areas of interest for verification and validation of the DA, The applicant courttry shall

be classified as either qualified for Systermn Accreditation or Individual FME Accraditation.

Applicant counhtry deemed gualified for system accreditafion shall now propose an
ifinerary for the DAIM based on the areas of interest for verification and valication
identified by DA. The applicant couniry shal| aisg pay the application fze and shall
coordinate with the DA regarding cost sharing arrangements on the on-site verification

and validation activities,

Applicant country deemed gualified for individual FME accreditation shall propuse an
iinerary for the DAIM based on the areas of interest for verification and validation
identified by DA. The applicant couniry shali also pay the application fee and shall
coordinate with the DA regarding cost sharing arrangemants on the on-site verification

and validation aclivities.

Seciion V
ON-BITE INSPECTION AND VALIDATION

The Secrstary of Agriculture shall designate the members of DAIM team, which shall

undertake the validation of documents, select the representative FME in the case of

_
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system accreditation or individual FME in the case of individual FME accreditation, the

conduct of on-site inspection and other astivities related 1o the IRA.

The DAIM shall be cempaesed of bui not limited to technical experts on border contral,

animal health apd meat inspeciion. it shall have the following mandate:

a} Prepare the IRA design;

by Conduct the on-site inspection and document validation;

©) Prepare and submit the DAIM Report to Accreditation Review Board (ARB) within
30 days from the completian of IRA, on-site inspecton and valdation; and

d} Undertake other activities retevant to the accreditation

. The NCA of the appiicant counfry shall extend full cooperation with the DAIM during the
inspaction by ensuring, among others, that the DA approved itinerary including the

activilies relevant thereto, are duly completed.

individual FMEs from countries that do not qualify for system accreditation shall be
evaluated based on the submitied questionnaire and additional information endorsed by
the NCA of that country and findings of the DAIM during on-site visit and summary of
IRA. '

Section Vi
THE ACCREDITATION REVIEW BODY (ARB)

The ARB shall be created and tasked to review the DAIM Repon as defined in Sacticn
110 and recommend 1o the Secretary the appropriate action on the appiication for

accraditation.

The ARS shall be compesed of the following:

Chairperson DA Undersecretary;
Vice-Chair Designated by the Chair from the members;
Members Representative;

a) National Meat Inspection Service (MMIT)
b} Bureau of Animal Industry (BAl)

o

v Livestock Revelopment Council {LDC)

dy Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Products
Standards (BAFPS)

&) DA Policy Research Service (DA-PRS)

f)  DA-Legal Office

/// B
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Secticn VI
ISSUANCE AND MAINTENANCE OF ACCREDITATION

. The DA shall issue a Certificats cf System Accreditation (CSA) to a country.
The DA shall issue CFMEA io FMEs under System Accredited Country.

CFMEA can only be issued to individual FIMEs after all the requirements are camplied

with.

The accreditation shall be effective upon the issuance of the CSA or CFMEA and shall
continue io be in effect provided the accredited country and FME conform to the

provisions of this AQ.

The NCA of all exporting countries regardless of accredilation status as system or
individual shall submit a copy to the DA of its annual animal health status report, food
safety concerns to include product recalls and current list of meat establishments

licensed to export including the list of those thal were celisted or suspended.

Section VI
SUSPENSION AND/OR CANCELLATION OF ACCREDITATION

The accreditation shall b suspended andfor cancelled by DA if:

1. the accredited couniry violates relevani provisions of Philipping laws and DA
issuances that pose risk 1o human, animal and plant healih in the Philippines;

2. the accredited country / FME fails to meet audit requirements ;

Emergency situations in the experting countries that may pose risk to human and

_\')3

animal health in fhe Philippines {(e. g. outbreaks of zoonoses and important notifiable

dissases),

4 Repaated rejeclion of consignments upon ardval dus to svidence of serious food

safety or public health issues in the exporling country;
5. Repsated occasions of serious misreprasentations of consumer fraud;

&, Repeated evidence of a serious failure in the inspeciion or control svstem in dhe

exporting country reflectad in the importad products; e
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Secfiocn VI

7. Thers are evidence of repeated failures of correciable nature (e.g. labeling errors,
misrepresentation of documents etc); and

8. Failure or lack of interast on the part of the NCA to comply with commitments with the
DA ’

Saction X
INSRECTION AND AUDIT FUND-

The inspection and audit expenses shall be shared by the DA and the applicant country

and for individual FME appiicant.

All amounts collected relative to accraditation activiies shail be d.eposited in the account
of the NMIS Development Trust Fund created under Section 47 of RA 92986,

The funds are to be disbursed for the purpose of undertaking the activifies pertinent to
accreditation and audit of exporting countries, subject to govemment accounting and

auditing rules and regulations,

Supplemental fees may be required subject to the muitual agreement of the DA and the

applicant country if additional on-site or follow-up inspection is required.

Section X
REVIEW AND AUDIT OF EXPORTERS OF MEAT AND MEAT PRODUCTS

FMEs or couptries, which haQe been exporiing meat and/or meat products to the
Philippines prior to the issuance of this AQ, shall be srubject to review and audii following
the standards ang procedures prescribed under this regulation, Failure'of FMEs or
countries to comply with this provision one (1) year from the approval of this AC shall

lead to suspension of expori.

FIMEs or countrias accredited after the issuance of this AQ shall be audited two years
from the approval of the accreditation and every three years thereafter, Audiis can be
done eariler as may be warranted by circumstances .g. animal health and food safety

conditions.

The freaguency of audit may be modified in accordance with the history of complian < of
the individual FMEs.



. Bectinn Xt
i REPEALING CLAUSE

All existing ruies and ragulations, which are inconsistent with ihis Order, are thereby
modified, revoked or repealed accordingly.

Secfion XH
SEPARABILITY CLALISE

The provisions of this Order are hereby declared to be separable and in the event one or
more of such provisions are held unconstitutional, the validity of the other provisions shail not

be affected thersby.

Section Xl
EFFECTIVITY

This order shall take effeci 16 days after its publication in two (2) newspapers of nationat

circulation.

.
Cone in the City of Quezon, this j_&fkaay of _October in the year of the Lord, 2006

[
DDM!N%&&A\%\NEBAN (
Secretan ﬁ/’

Recommending Approval:

LU\Lj: o
DR, MINDA 5. MANANTAN
OIC, Office of the Executive Director

National Meat Inspection Service

P
DR, DAVING B. CATSAGAN
QIC. Office of the Director

Bureau of Animal industry



ANNEX A

ACCREDITATION QUESTIGNNAIRE

Informetion on Animal and Veterinary Public Health
(To be filled up by the National Competent Auvtherity (NCA) of the Exporting Country)

Applicant Country:

1. GENERAL INFORMATION
Geographical issues:

= Site of the main and exdension offices of the national
veterinary authority on all matters pertaining to meat and meat
praduct inspection and hygiene. Inciude the territorial
jurisdiclion of the main and- extension officas and their
respactive official representative.

= Site of the main and exiension meat iaboratorias of the NCA

involved in the analysis of meat and meat product samples
and inciude the territorial jurisdiction.

2. LEGISLATION:
Give the ftitle of the national legislation considered providing
equivaience to maat and meat product inspection and hygiene of the

Philippines. Include aiso local legisiations pertaining to public health,
Copies of the above should be provided.

FART I Animal Health Program

1. Qrganization and Structure of Veterinary Services

a. National Veterinary Services
Organizational chart including number of personnel and positions
h. Sub-national (State or Provincial) Veterinary Services
Organizational charts including number of personnel and positions
c. Other providers of Veterinary Sarvices

Description of any linkage with other providers of Yeleripary Services.



2. National Information on Hunan Resources

a. Velsrinarians
i} Tatal numbers of
a) Veterinarians registered in the country,

b) Graduate veterinarians (of other veterinary scheols) who are not
‘included in the above list.

AL
iy Numbers of:
a} Full time government veterinarians: naticnal and sup-national;
B} Part time governmeant veterinarians: national and sub-national:
¢} Private veterinarians authorized by the NCA to perform cificial
veleringry  functions (Describe  accreditation  standards,
responsibilities  and/or limitation applying to these private
veterinarians.)
fii} Anirnal health:
Nurnbers associated with farm livestock sector on a majority time
basis in & veterinary capacity, by geographical area (Show
categories and numbers to differenfiate sfaff involved in field
service, faborafary, administration, importexport and other
functions, as applicable.): '
a) Full ime government veterinarians: naticnal and sub-national;
b} Part time governmeant veterinarians: national and sub-national;
c} Privately employed veterinarians.
b iv) Veterinary public health:
¢

Numbers employed in meat inspection on a majerity time basis, by
commeodity (Show cafegories and numbers to differentiate staff
involved in inspection, laboratory and other funclions, as
applicable.}: :
z) Full time government veterinarians: national and sub-national;
k) Part time government veterinarians; national and sub-national;
¢) Privately emploved veterinarians.

v) Numbers of veterinarians relative to cenain national indices:
a) Per iotal human poputation;

by Perfarm livestook population, by gsographical ares,

c) Per livestock-farming unit, by geographical ares.



b.

vi) Vetennary education:

a) Number of veterinary schools;

b) Length of veterinary course {years),

¢} Intematicnat re@gnition of veterinary degree (if applicable).
Graduate staff {non-veterinariarn)
Detalls to be provided by category (including b:’ologr:sts, biomefricians,
economists, engineers, lawyesrs, ofher science graduates and ofhers) on

numbers wilhin national Veterinary Services and avallable to national
Veterinary Services.

¢. Technical assistants employed by the Veterinary Sarvices

i} Animai health:

a) Numbers involved with farm livestock on a majority fime basis: by
geographical area,;

- Proportionat to numbers of fieid Veterinary Gfficers in the
Veterinary Services, by geographical area.

b) Educaticnitraining details.

3. Financial Management nformation

2.

Total budgetary allocations to the Veterinary Services for the current and
past two fiscal years:

Sources of the budgetary allocalions and ameunt

Proportional aliccations of the amounts in 3,a for operational  activities
and for the program componenis of Veterinary Services.

Total allccation proportionate of national public sector budget (this data
may be necessary for comparative assessment with other countries,
which should take into account the context of the importance of the
livestock sector to the national economy and of the animal heaith siatus
of the country ).

Actual and proportional contribution of animal production to gross
domestic produst.

4, Administration Details

a.

Accommodation

Summary of the numbers and distribution of official administrative
centers of the Veterinary Services {national and sub-national) in the
country,



b, Communicalions

Surmmery of the forms of communication systems available to the
Vaterinary Services on a nation-wide and local area bases.

¢ Transport

i) Hemized numbers of types of functional transport availabie on & fuli-

time basis for the Veterinary Services. In addition provide details of
transport means available part-time.

5. Laboratory Services

a. Diagnostic Isboratories (laboratories engagad primarily in diagnosis)

B

i

i)

v}

vi)

vii)

vilij

3

Descriptive summary of the crganizational struciure and role of the
government veterinary laboratory service in particular its relevance
to the Veterinary Services.

Numbers of velerinary diagnestic lsboratones operating in the
COUNify;

~  government operated laboratories;

- private Ishoralories accorediled by government for the
purposes of supporting official or officially-endorsed animal
health control or public health testing and monitoring
programs and import/export testing.

Descriptive summary of accreditation procedures and standards for
privaie laboratories

Human and financial resources allocated to the government
veterinary laboratories, including staff numbers, graduate and post-
graduate qualifications  and opportunities for furiher training.

List of diagnostics methodelogies available against major diseases
of farm fivestock (inciuding poultry)

Details of collaboration with external. laboratories including
international reference laboratories and delails on numbers of
samples submiited,

Details of quality control and assessment {or validation) programs
operating within the veterinary laboratory services.

Recent published reports of the official veterinary laboratory service
which sheuld inciude detalls of specimens received and foreign
animal disease investigations made.

Petails of procedures for storage and reirieval of information on
specimen submission and results.

Reporis of independent reviews of the laboratory services
conducted by govemment or private organizations (if available)



X} Strategic and operational plans for the official veterinary laboratory
service (if availabie)
b. Ressarch Laboratories (laboratories engaged primarily in research)
i) Numbers of veterinary research laboratories operating in the country:
- govemment operated laboratories;
- privaie Iaboratories involved in full time research diractly related
to animal health and vetsrinary public health matters involving

production animal specias.

iy Summary of human and financial resources allocated by
governmeni {0 veferinary research.

fiiy Published programs of future government sponscred veterinary
research.

v} Annuai reports of the government research laboratories

8. Functionzi Capabitities and Legisiative Support

a. Animai health and veterinary public heaith

i} Assessment of the adequacy and implementation. of relevant
legislation (national or sub-national} concerning the following:

- animal and veterinary public health controls al national  frontiers;
- controf of endemic animat diseases, inchuding zoonoses:

- emergancy powers jor. control of exctic disease ouibreak,
including zooncses;

- registration and use of veterlnary pharmaceutical products
including vaccines

7. Assessment of Abiity of'\feterinaw Services to Enforce Legisiztion

a. Export and import Inspection

L) Asgsessment of the adequacy and implementation of relevant naticnal
legislation concerning:

- Animal health and veterinary public heaith controis of the export
and import of animals, animal genstic material, animal products,
animal feedstuffs and other products subject to veterinary
inspaction;

- Animal health controls of the importation, use and bio-containment
of organisms which are eticlogical agents of animal diseases, and
of pathologicat materials;



- Anmal health controls of imporiation of veterinary biclogical
products including vaccines;

‘

- Administrative powers avaiiable to Veterinary Services for
inspection and registration of faciliies for veterinary contral
purposes (if nat included under other legislation mentioned above);

- Documsntation and compliance.

iy Assessment of ability of Veterinary Services io enforce legistation.

Iz, Ammal Heallh Controls

i} Description of and sample reference data from any national animal
disease reporting system controiled and operated or coordinated by
the Veterinary Services.

W) Description of and sample reference daia from other national animal
disease reporiing systems controlled and operated by other
organizations which make data and results available fo Veterinary
Services.

iy Description and relevant data of current official controf programs
including:

- epidemiciogical surveillance of monitering programs,

- officially approved industry-administered conirol or eradication
programs for specific diseases.

iv] Description and relevant details of animal disease emergency
preparedness and response plans.

iv} Recent hislory of animal disease status.

- ammal diseases eradicaied nationally or from defined sub-national
zones in the last ten vears;

- animal diseases of which the prevaience has been confrolled to a
low level in the last {en years;

- animal dissases introduced o the country or to previously free sub-
naiional regions in the last {en years,

- emerging diseases in the last tan years:
- animal dissases of which the prevalence has increased in the last

ten years.

£, Membershin to the QIE

State if the applicant country is @ member of the OIE and brief history of its
membarship.



Partll: Veferinary Public Health Program

"

MNational Competent Authaority {(NCA) Control Systems

a. Management Struciures

i} Give the details of the NCA (for meat inspection and meat hygieng)
to include main responsibilities and contact defails of the key
officials.

iy Describe the siructure of ine NCA and provide an organizalional

char {rom tihe nationat lo sub-national. Indicate the address of each
office.

i} Indicate to whom the head of the NCA reports to. Describe the
{inkages of the NCA with other ralated government agencies.

. Independence of the NCA

i) Procedure o ensure tne independsance of the NCA

ii) Links existing between the NCA and the indusiry, consumer groups
and other private bodies.

iify Powers of investigation and enforcement given to the NCA

. Resources

i) Financial

- Indicate the budgel for the operation of the NCA {include
those provided by the government and other sources)

i) Personnel

- Give the total number of official veterinarians employed
directly by the NCA for the inspection of meat and meat
products for export and domestic consurnption.

- Give the total number of officiai non- veterinary meat
inspectors employed directly by the NCA for the inspection
of meal and meal products for export and domestic
consumption including the education requirements for these
inspectors

- (ive the total number of personns! in the national meat
jaboralories and its extension iaboratories and their specific
functions.

~  Give the number of sub-national meat laboratories, their
functions and persannel.



d. Personnel Conduct

a.

_ i}y Rules that apply fo the private/professional conduct of government

oificials outside their official duties

i} Code of discipline for Meat Inspection Officars.

. Recruitment and training

i}y Give the minimum qualificationsirequirements for veterinarians.

iy Gwve the minimum gualificationsfrequirements for non-veterinary
‘mgeat inspeclors. '

i} Give the details of the initial and continuing training programs for
newly recruited and regular veterinary and non-veterinary meat
inspectorg in relation to their duties and functions, Include also the
continued professional development.

Enforcement powers

it Indicate powers of enforcemant and sanctions in the event of non-
compliance with existing rules and reguiations.

i) indicate the power of NCA to require data or information from a
particular meat establishment.

. Controf programs

i) Describe any formai written system for the identification and
prioritization of food safety controls operatad by the NCA. Explain
haw reguiar reviews are undertaken of the conirol program.

. Documentation of controls

i} Provide details of written official control programs and provide
examples of documented resulis. What actions are taken in
response fo these resufts”?

Cedification

Pescribe the system of priniing, storage, maintaining and distribution of
certificates o include the entity responsible for it

Describe the procedure far the completion of certificates {attach flow
chart).

Provids the lists of authorized controliing officer signatories for heaith
cerlificates and who are authorized to sign / issue health certificates for
export.

Procedure in the recall and amendment of signed cartificates (attach
flow chart) and the authorized signatory,



3. tmpert Controls

This section relates to conirol of operalion over imports from a  third
country

.

Describe the general controls over the import of meat and meat
products  (legislation, approved countries and meal * plant
astablishments, issuance of import permits, public health guarantees,
ceriification, post-import testing, etc}.

Describe the type and frequency of checks carrfed out on imporis of
maat and meat producis al the point of entry.

indicate the status and responsibility of the officer in charge of impori
controls at the border inspection posts.

Describe the action available under legislation and actually taken when
an llega! import is defected that is refated to public health safety.

4. Laborato:LSerifices

a.

Describe the management structure of the NCA laboratory service
(include the organizationat struciure)

Siate if the aboratory is certified by an intermnational body. If yes,
specify.

Indicate if it accredits private laboraiories to perform laboratory testing
Give and describe any links with international reference laboratories.

Give defails of the type of tests undertaken by the laboratories in
respact to food hygiene with the test results reported (e.¢. Microbiat,

residue, etc.)

Describe the laboratory participation in the conduct of proficiency
testing -

Give details of internal quaiity managemeni systems (e.g. 180 GLP

etc.} that exist in the laboratary.

Describe qualifications and academic credential of laboratory  siafi.

Give raining programs for laboratory staff in relation to their duties and
functions.

§. Food Safety Standards

a.

Give delails of ihe naticnal meat safety and quality assurance
program. Decumentation of this program and its result shouid be
provided.



b. Give the frequency of visitfinspection and nature of regulatory controls
of ihe NCA over the operation of meat establishments.

¢. Describe the procedures for the granting, suspension and withdrawal
of accreditationfregistration for meat establishments. Describe the
natification/communication  procedures in the issuance of the
registration list of meat estabiishmentis. Where are thess published?

d. Give the frequency/standard of medical check-up of food handlers and
how tha health status of the employees is addressed.

@

Describe i any, the quality assurance management system thal meat
establishment operators are required to implement and includs the role
of the NCA,

. Describe the product traceabdbility systam.
¢. Describe the product recall system in pIacéd.

h. Describe the required labeling official health mark used on carcasses,
and labsls of packaged meat, to indicate that the meat and meat
products were prepared in regisiered or accredited meat
establishment. lis reproduction (manuiacture of stamps, printing of
labeis) and control to prevent unauthorized use.

i. Provide delails of categories of products other than that passed for -
human consumption, in estabiishments registered for export for meat
and meat products. (e.g. for pet food, for rendering for feed
manutacture, atc.}

G. HACCP {or egyivalent international standard) Program.

a. Describe the system that firmly estabfishes the NCA’s raquirement
pertaining o the adoption of a meat safety and guality assurance
program by meat establishments.

p. Describe the NCA’s audit system io ensure the effective enforcement
of the program.
7. Hesidue Plan
a. Provide a2 copy of reguations used in the control of
agriculturaliindusirial chemical residues and veterinary drugs, providinig
the fist of respective tolerances and withdrawal program.

b. Describe the residue-moniforing program.

c. Describe system of approving use of pesticides and herbicides for
crops used as anima! feeds. Include a list of the approved chemicals.



8. Sub-National Veterinary Authority (State or Province}

a. Describe levels of control over meat inspection. and meat hygiene fo

cover the whole range of supply to relzil trade. Is there legislation
aitendant to the functional arrangement.

b. Describe in detail supervisory autherity of national veterinary authority
over sub-national control systems/organizations.



ANNEX A1

General Considerations in System and Individual FME Accreditation

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

The state of health of livestock, poultry, other domestic animals and
wildlife in a country, taking into consideration exotic animal diseases
which will endanger human and animal health in the Philippines.

The regularity and rapidity of the information supplied by the country
relating to the existence of reportable animal diseases in its territory.

The regulations and policies of a country on the prevention and control
of animal diseases.

The structure of veterinary services and their powers in a country.

The country adequacy of legislations governing controls on border,
animal health, food safety, food quality and veterinary public health.

The guarantee, which a country can offer with respect to the
implementation and compliance with the provisions of the regulations,
referred to in the succeeding statement.

The existence of a national system of controls on border, animal health,
food safety, food quality and veterinary public health to ensure the
organization and administration compliance of meat and meat products
with the provisions of relevant legislations and of import requirements in
a country.

Reliance of certificates required and issued by the National Competent
Authority (NCA) of a country.

Sources of animals where meat and meat products are derived for
export to the Philippines.

The foreign meat establishment (FME) adoption of the recommendations
of Codex and application of HACCP or other internationally accepted
standards of equivalence.

Accreditation/classification of the FME as a meat export facility by the
NCA of a country.

Supervision and control of the NCA in the FME on the preparation and
handling of meat and meat products to be exported to the Philippines,
inspection carried out by veterinarians or inspectors under direct
supervision of veterinarians.

Maintenance of a single system of inspection and sanitation throughout
the FME and the separation of export establishment from a non-export
establishment.

Compliance to the provisions of the Meat Inspection Code of the
Philippines (RA 9296) and other relevant food regulations in force in the
Philippines reflected in the meat and meat products to be exported to the
Philippines.
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15. Completeness and veracity of documentary requirements referred to as

16.

17.

questionnaires for information on the: 1. Animal and Veterinary Public
Health (ANNEX A) and 2. Applicant FME (ANNEX B). The FME details
focusing on the physical structure and the operation of such an
establishment in meeting the criteria in the Code of Hygienic Practice for
export establishment.

Willingness and cooperation of the NCA of a country to comply and
commit to the meat and meat products import requirements of the
Philippines stipulated in this AO.

Evaluation and validation of an applicant country qualification as an
exporting country whether for SYSTEM ACCREDITATION or
INDIVIDUAL FME ACCREDITATION shall be based on the submitted
accomplished questionnaires and supporting documents, other available
information, on-site visits and import risk analysis to be conducted by the
DA.
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AMNEX B

ACCREDITATION QUESTIONNAIRE

information on the Foreign Meat Estabiishment
{To be filled up by the applicant FME and information must be written in English)

(&) PARTICULARS OF THE FME
1. Name of the FME:;

2 Address.

w

Establishment Nurnber:

4. Year Construcied:
5  Total Land Area:

8. Total Buiiding Area’

7. Types of Producis Manufactured:

8. Products Intended for Expart to the Philippines:

9. Source of Livestock/Poltry/Other Animals:

= List part of the country from where animats are sourced for
slaughteriprocessing

s Whether company owned or contracted

« Brief description of the arimal seurcing marketing plan and
policy of the FME

10. FME exporiation record:

e Lisl the countries, dates of approval, types of products
approved for export, year of first expori, dales of most
recent exporis. Attach copy of Veterinary Health Certificaie
that accompanied latest shipment ta each country.

i1. SBiste whether FME is a service faciity or used exclusively by the
companv.

(2)  LOCATION AND LAYOUT OF THE FME

4. Description of the Area where FME s locaied

- Attach a location plan to show clearly the surroundings where
the FME is located,

- atlach & country map o show the town ar city where the FME is
located,



2. Layout Plan of FME

- Afiach layout plan{s} éhowing the following in cotor indicaled by
Srrows

« rooms for different operations.
» Entrance and exit of personnel,
s process and product flow

3. Materials Used and Design

Describe briafly:
« Floor,

= Walls:

« Ceilings and supersiructures:

« Lighting:

= Ventilation system:

« Fooibaths or similar disinfection areas for entrance into
staughter/processing areas

(C} WATER SUPPLY /ICE
1. Source of Waler
2. Chiorinatiory,. (YES/ NQ)
if yes, state level in ppm

3. Bacterniclogical Examingtion:

= Method:
s Frequency:
« Records availabiiity: {YES/ NO}

4. lce making machine in the premises:  (YES / NQ)

f YES, state capacily of machine, describe the ice storage and its
capacity

If MO, but using ice, state informainon on the source

(™ MANPOWER
1. Staff information

List the number, qualifications and names of professional,
technical, general workers, etc employed by the FME,



£,

Vi) AR R ) S R LY

e emplovees medically examined and certified fit to work in &
food preparation estabiishment prior to employment? {(YES / NO)

Arnual heatth check and records for workers: {YES / NO}

Medical record of employees available? {YES/ NG}

Uniforms/attire

Uniforms:  (YES{ NO}

Boots: - {YES { NQ) ‘
Gloves and facemasks: {YES ) NO;}
Laundry {in-plani or contracted): .

IE) SLAUGHTERING PREMISES

1.

i

Eaquipmens
Attach iist of equipment (lypes, brand and manufacturer) used.

Slaughtering Procedures

« Aftach process flow charts of livestock/pouliryfother animals
slaughtered:

« Brief description of process

e [Line speed.

Food safety programs

List of HACCP (or equivalent infermational standard) Certified
Producis intended for export to the Philippings

Whether basad on HACCP concepis (or eguivalent international
standard): {YES / NO}
IF YES, attach HACCP {¢r equivalent inlernational standard) Plan

State whether testing done in-house or provided by a service
laboratory ‘

If in-house, list the facilities and tests:
Attach copy of manual

Sampling and testing procedures

Criteria for rejectiory accepiance of producis and raw materials:



4. Product Recall and Traceability System

Brief description

5. Sanitation Standards Operating Procedures (SSOP)

VBrJef description

Name and designation of individuals implementing and maintainit
SSOP activities

Attach manual and copieé of the iglest daily records of cieani
and sanitizing treatment
6. Daily Throughout
- Number of shifts:
- Slaughter capacity (Tonnes} per shift:
- Number of working days per week:
7. Capacity
Total annual slaughtar/production capacity (tonnes):
8 Meat Inspection
- By government or company:
- Total numiber of inspectors, qualification and training:

- Number of inspeclors per shift:

- Inspection Procedures:
Attach copy of the inspection Manuat

- Criteria for judgment: {disposition)
Attach copy of the past condemnation record

9 Boning/Cutting Room

- Temparaiure contro! features. (YES 7/ NO)
FYES, state temperature
- Production capacity:
10, Storage Facilities
Brief description
- For packing/ canning materia‘s

- For dry ingradients
- For chamicals, disinfectants and other clsaning agents



.

12,

-t
LW

(Attach copy of the lalest records)
Chillers/Freezers
Numbers, type (static, air blast, etcfammonia or freon), capacity:

Offal Handling and Cooling Procedures

Brief descriplion

Waste Treatment/Disposal

- BSyslem of dsiivery of ingdibie/concemned progucts for
reatment :

~ System of wasie ireat(ﬁenﬂdisposal

- Systam of efflusnt treatment/disposal

- Designated disposal area/center

- Daily frequency of disposal for waste and affluent

Pesi Conirol Svslem

Brief description

{F}  WELFAREWASHING FACILITIES
Brief description

- Siaff canteen(s)

- Toilets

- Lackers

- Changing rooms

- Shower facilities

- Hands free operated features for taps and toilef fiush

- Disposal towels and hand disinfaciant

(G} PHOTCOGRAPHS, VIDEO TAPES, BROCHURES, ANNULL REPORTS
AND OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION ON THE FME to support
information provided may be subritted together with this questionnaire.



(H) DECLARATION BY ESTABLISHMENT

I dectare that the information given above is true and correct.

Mame and dasignation of person who submitted above information

Signature and Company Stamp Dats

{f) VERIFICATION EY THE NATIONAL COMPETENT AUTHORITY

| have verified the above informalion given by the company and
certified thal they are frue and correct

Hame and designation of veterinarian who verified above information

Signature and Official Stamp of NCA Date

The FWME application and accomplished questionnaire (ANNEX B}
must be submitted through the National Competent Authority of the
exporting country. )
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